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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Students,
Welcome Back to Term 2 which will be another very eventful and busy
term for our school community. I hope you all had a restful and
enjoyable break and are ready for a challenging and exciting new
school term.
Parents & Citizens’
Association Meeting
Thursday 23 April
Staff Common Room
7pm
Mothers’ Committee Meeting
Wednesday 6 May
Library
10am
Mother Daughter Dinner
Saturday 16 May
Georges River 16ft Sailing Club
Dolls Point
6.30pm
Commencement of Winter Uniform
Monday 18 May

Year 12 Report Interviews
Year 12 completed their mid-course assessment period at the end of
last term and they will be the first cohort to be issued with their
semester one reports on Monday 18 May. This year reports will be
issued to students in a different manner. All Year 12 Students will be
issued with an interview time to meet with their teacher adviser and it
will be at this meeting where reports will be distributed. Students will
reflect on their report and set goals to work towards. Strategies for
improvement will also be discussed with the teacher advisers and a
plan set for implementation over the next few terms. This Initiative will
provide all of our students with the opportunity to have individual
conversations with a teacher adviser and to reflect on their progress
over the past two terms of their HSC courses. I mentioned in my March
correspondence the significance of feedback on improving achievement
levels as highlighted through current educational research. This process
will provide students with the opportunity to reflect on the feedback
received from their teachers and to act on this advice as they approach
their next round of assessment tasks. I look forward to being part of the
panel of teacher advisers who will meet with our Year 12 students
throughout the day to support them with this reflection and goal setting
activity.

The 2015-2017 School Plan
At the end of last term our executive team participated in a 2 day conference where they worked collaboratively on
the draft school plan. The executive integrated the data from the school forum held in February to refine the vision
statement, determine and define the three strategic directions and to draft a school plan in line with the new DEC
requirements ready for community input. The executive worked on a rotational model to develop and refine the 5P’s
for each strategic direction over the two day conference. I will be presenting the draft school plan to the P&C and
seeking their input at the meeting on Thursday 23 April at 7:00pm. However I did want to share with our school
community the collective vision statement that was developed for our school at the conference.
St George Girls High School aims to create a supportive and inclusive environment where gifted and
talented students are encouraged to explore their potential and achieve their personal best in all aspects of
school life.
Students will be challenged and engaged through authentic learning opportunities that inspire them to
develop creativity, confidence and resilience to become independent and ethical life-long learners.

All decisions we make over the next three years will
need to support this vision, I am proud to be focusing
on the concept of personal best as it suggests that our
students will determine their own goals and areas to
focus on, in line with their individual interests and
abilities. It does not suggest a deviation from the pursuit
of excellence, but encourages all of our girls to identify
their own areas for personal excellence and as a school
we will support our students in achieving that goal.
I am also pleased that concepts of creativity,
confidence, resilience and lifelong learning feature in
this vision for our school. These are the skills that our
students will all require to be successful not only at
school but in life as they transcend beyond the school
gates. The changing nature of the world and
employment will require these skills and it is our
responsibility as a school to prepare our students for
this emerging reality.

Japan Tour
On Sunday 12 April during the second week of the
recent school holidays, 18 students along with two
very dedicated staff members Ms Georgius and
Ms Fisher departed Sydney to participate in our
overseas Languages tour to Japan. This is a wonderful
opportunity for our students to experience and
immerse themselves in the Japanese culture first
hand. The itinerary for the trip is quite comprehensive;
students will be visiting Tokyo, Kyoto, Hiroshima,
Miyajima Island, Kojimachi High School as well as
engage in a home stay experience. These
opportunities are only made available as a result of the
energy and organisation of the teaching staff and the
support from the students and their parents. I want to
thank Ms Georguis and Ms Fisher for making all the
necessary arrangements for the tour to become a
reality and for giving up their school holiday time to
attend the tour and supervise and care for our girls. I
now look forward to hearing about and sharing with the
community the students’ experiences upon their safe
arrival back into Sydney on 22 April.
The Athletics Carnival will be held on Tuesday
28 April at Sylvania Waters Athletics Track. All
students should now be aware of their House
groupings for 2015 and House meetings were held on
Tuesday to communicate key information to students.
We are anticipating a beautiful day for the carnival,
however in the case of extreme wet weather and
electrical activity please check the school website
where it will be communicated if the carnival is going
ahead or not. I would like to thank our PDHPE faculty
and Ms Thodey in particular, for making all of the
necessary arrangements to ensure that our athletics
carnival is a successful and enjoyable day.
The Year 11 Camp is soon approaching in Week 2
and will be held at Sydney Academy of Sport and
Recreation at Narrabeen. The program being delivered
throughout the camp is mandatory for all Year 11
students in NSW; however the opportunity to go out on
camp is also designed to support the transition of our
new Year 11 students into this Year group as well as
develop team building and study skills. I would like to
thank our Year 11 Year Adviser Ms Mileski for her
organisation of this wonderful opportunity as well as
the 10 staff members who have volunteered their time

to attend the camp over the three days. I will also be
visiting the camp on one of the days and I am looking
forward to having the opportunity to interact with the
Year 11 students and engage with the Crossroads
content alongside our students.
The NAPLAN tests for Years 7 and 9 are also taking
place in Week 4 from Tuesday 12 May – Thursday
14 May. These national tests will be run concurrently
for both Year groups in various venues across the
school and the organisation for the three days will be
distributed to staff and students involved shortly. I
would like to wish our Year 7 and 9 groups good luck
and our school is once again anticipating very
impressive student achievement outcomes in all literacy
and numeracy domains. I look forward to analysing and
sharing with you our results later in the year.
I wish you all a great term and I look forward to seeing
many parents at the P&C meeting later this week to
share with you our new school plan as well as
introduce to you our new Deputy Principal Mr Mark
Treacy who joins our community this term.

Congratulations
I would like to congratulate the following students for
receiving Principal Certificates:
Christina Phung of Year 9.
Theresa Gu (5) of Year 10.
Kaesia Chan of Year 12.
Well done to all of these girls and to all who have
experienced personal success this term.

Ms Betty Romeo
Principal

Deputy Principal’s Report
Senior Assessment Tasks
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erm 2 is an important term for our senior
students as they sit for assessment tasks which
will form not only their Half Yearly reports but
also the credentials which they receive from the Board
of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards
(BOSTES). At the end of the year, Year 10 and 11
students will receive a grade for each of their subjects
based on their internal school assessments for their
Record of School Achievement (ROSA) and
Preliminary Certificates respectively.
Given the importance of these assessment tasks it is
essential that all students are familiar with and follow
the school’s assessment procedures. Students have
been given preliminary information on all their tasks in
the assessment handbooks which were issued at the
start of the year. More detailed assessment
notifications for each task are published on the
school’s intranet at least two weeks before each task,
and it is the students’ responsibility to make sure that
they are informed about all tasks.

If your daughter is unable to attend school on the
day of an assessment task you should phone the
school by 8:30am and inform the school of her
absence. Hand in tasks are to be submitted to the
teacher by 8:45am on the due date. In the case of
absence students are expected to make all reasonable
efforts to deliver hand-in tasks to the school, whether
electronically (e.g. by email) or with the assistance of a
parent or friend. Illness and misadventure are, in
general, the only acceptable reasons for failure to
attempt a task and they must be explained in writing
and a medical certificate supplied in the case of
illness. Failure to do so will result in a zero mark being
awarded for that task. Where an appropriate
explanation has been accepted, that task, or an
alternative task, must be completed on the day of the
student’s return.

NAPLAN
Years 7 and 9 will sit for the NAPLAN tests in Week 3
of Term 2, from 12 – 14 May. These tests provide a
valuable measure of our students’ literacy and
numeracy standards in an Australia wide context and
help to shape the school’s teaching and learning
programs. The school expects all students to be in
attendance on these days. Students who miss a test
through illness will have the opportunity to sit a catch
up test on Friday 15 May. All parents should have
received an information letter about NAPLAN from
their daughters this week, a copy of which is available
on the school’s intranet. Additional information about
NAPLAN can be found at:
www.nap.edu.au/NAPLAN/Parent_Carer_support/index.html

After School Supervision
Parents are reminded that there is no supervision for
students on school grounds after the conclusion of the
school day. Many staff remain on the premises until
4:00pm and later, but there is no formal supervision of
students, with the exception of seniors in timetabled
after school classes, or students involved in music,
sport or other extra-curricular activities. Students not
involved in these activities have no reason to be on
school grounds after 3:30pm. Despite repeated
applications, the school does not yet have a secure
perimeter fence, and in the case of accident or
emergency your daughter’s safety cannot be
guaranteed after this time. Students who are not able
to travel home immediately or who would like to do
some extra study before going home are encouraged
to use the services of Kogarah Public Library, a safe
and quiet place to work after school hours.

Student Welfare
ince the issue of the last Gazette, the following
students have been presented with Dragon
Badges:
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Maja Vasic (2) of Year 8.
Nuzhat Anjum, Noorah Chalak, Yurou Fu, Amberlee
Naser and Elaine Shi of Year 9.
Kristy Ghosh (3), YiJia Liu, Isabelle Napper (5),
Hannah Perera and Hayley Xie of Year 10.
Christiane Haitidis, Edna Law (4), Lisa Liu (2), Shandy
Liu (3), Michelle Luo (2), Shadia Patwary, Fiona
Pyliotis (2), Alice Sun, Grace Tam (5), Irina Tyan (5),
Asha Vishwanath and Renee Zhang (2) of Year 11.
Anna Lee (4), Melissa Ren and Minian Zou (2) of Year
12.

The following students have been presented with
Super Dragon Badges:
Irian Tyan of Year 11.
Anna Lee, Mabel Li and Emily Wang of Year 12.

Careers
UTS: Business
The Fast Track to Business Success
he University of Technology Sydney runs
Australia’s most successful co-op course – the
Bachelor of Accounting. Just look at the list of
employers who are actively involved with this program:
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Allianz Australia

Cuscal

NAB (MLC)

American Express

Dexus Property
Group
Ernst & Young

Perpetual

AMP Capital
Asciano
Axiom Forensics
Brambles
Brookfield

Johnson &
Johnson Medical
Johnson &
Johnson Pacific
KordaMentha

Coca-Cola Amatil

Lend Lease
Corporation
Lion

Commonwealth
Bank

Macquarie
Group

PricewaterhouseCoopers
(PwC)
TNT Australia
Unilever Australia
Westpac

On a personal note I would like to thank the wider
school community for the support I have received as
relieving Deputy Principal over the past two years. I
have enjoyed working closely with a number of parents
on committees, teams and panels, and have greatly
appreciated the support of the P&C and Mothers’
Committee. I am looking forward to returning to the
role of Head Teacher Languages and spending more
time in the classroom again, and I wish Mr Mark
Treacy all the best as he takes up the substantive
position this term.

These employers together contribute $2.5 million
annually to this one course alone. The reason?
Demand for graduates of the course, who are seen as
something special, is very high and will continue to be
so for many years due to critical skills shortages in
business. This is despite tough economic conditions.
The UTS Bachelor of Accounting has the aim of
producing potential business leaders of the future via
an accounting career.

Mr Morrison

The main benefits to students who are selected into
the Bachelor of Accounting are a tax-free scholarship
valued at $46,500, a year of full-time work training,

and great career prospects with the major employers
who support the course. No BAcc graduate has ever
missed out on a job, and these job offers are generally
made by April of the students’ third and final year of
study. That might be only 3 years away from where
you are now.

Green Corner

Other key benefits of this program, that set it apart
from cadetships or other co-op courses, are that it
takes only 3 years to complete and that students in the
course study, work and play together as a close group
of friends throughout that time.
What sort of students are we looking for? All-rounders,
achievers and leaders in various activities. Plus you’d
need to be interested in a career in business. A high
ATAR is not essential, but it will help. Each year we
take in students with ATARs in the range 85-100, who
have the other skills and experiences to make them
ideal business graduates.
And why choose to study accounting? Well, consider
that accounting is recognised by big business
employers as a highly desirable qualification for
graduates to hold, and business leaders today
increasingly have this sort of background. This is
because the role of accountants has changed radically
over the last 10 years; they are now the people called
on to analyse the factors behind business success and
failure, and who can provide the information needed
for critical decision-making.
As a Bachelor of Accounting graduate you will have
more potential than virtually any other professional - in
terms of long-term employment and salary prospects,
rewards and job security, opportunities for travel and
working overseas, challenges and job satisfaction.
For further details on the Bachelor of Accounting
program, check out the web site:
www.bachelorofaccounting.com or send an email
to carin.alberts@uts.edu.au
Round 1 applications for the 2016 intake close on
Friday 5 June 2015.

Student Absences
Text messages are sent out daily to
parents/carers advising of their daughter’s
absence from or late arrival to school. You
MUST reply to these messages either by text
message or with a note. It is a legal
requirement to explain all absences. If a
reply is not received by the school, an
‘Unexplained Absence’ will be recorded and
appear on their report.
In addition, it would be appreciated if you
could inform the school, in writing, prior to
any planned absence/s.

ongratulations to Elicia Lim of Year 12 2014.
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I was privileged
to attend the
Agriculture and
Environment Awards
night at The University
of Sydney on Friday 17
April. Elicia Lim was
awarded the Rural
Industries Research
and Development
(RIRDC) Scholarship.
This is a National
Award for students
studying a Bachelor of
Food and
Agribusiness. Only 13
students across
Australia are presented
with this award which
enables then to be
mentored with related
industries along with a
substantial financial scholarship for the duration of the
degree. Elicia was the Co- president of the Enviro Club
during 2014 and a vibrant and dedicated Leader and
facilitator of the Gardening section of the Enviro Club
from 2013 to 2014. Elicia’s involvement and activities
within the Enviro Club from 2010 to 2014 enabled her
to develop her leadership skills, along with having an
avenue to explore creative approaches to problem
solving.
I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate
Elicia and wish her the very best as she commences
her studies for the Bachelor of Food and Agribusiness.
Mrs Duffy

Parents and Citizens’ Association

Mothers’ Committee

T

Last Meeting – Wednesday 4 March

hank you to the parents who attended the P&C
meeting on Thursday 26 March. Our guest
speaker was Mrs Duffy, Team Leader
Sustainability & Science, who spoke about the Enviro
Club and the wonderful things they have done around
the school. We are pleased to donate $550 towards
the trip to Norfolk Island for an environmental
residential study.
Just a reminder to all parents that our next P&C
meeting is on Thursday 23 April at 7pm in the staff
common room. If you are not already on our
distribution list, please send me your email address via
SMS (0410 325 426) or sggh.pca@gmail.com
We would like to inform all parents that the P&C has
renewed the annual Student Injury Insurance. This will
cover all after school activities and school excursions
of all school students.
We had a successful P&C Year 7 Family Picnic on
Sunday, 29 March from 11am to 2pm at Carss Park. It
was a perfect picnic day. Thanks to Leanne Li for
helping to organise the picnic.
Our second BBQ Fundraising at Rockdale Bunnings is
fast approaching, Saturday 16 May. We need
volunteers for this event and I encourage parents to
assist if possible. We have 2-hour shifts starting from
8am and finishing at 4pm. Please contact Katia or
myself if you could help on that day.

P&C meeting will be held on
Thursday 23 April 2015 in the
Staff Common Room at 7.00pm (until ~8:30pm).

Enter through Victoria Street gates.

Henry Tam Katia Vardakis Jude Perera Gang Pei Poay Jan
President

Vice President

Treasurer

Secretary

0410 325 426

0422 322 525

0434 361 447

0419 779 230 0408 299 819

Secretary
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hank you to our Guest Speaker Ms Murray, our
School Counsellor, for attending our meeting to
provide the committee with an informative and
insightful discussion on recognising and managing
anxiety, in addition to the support and resources
available within the school and externally.
The annual Mother Daughter Dinner will be held on
Saturday 16 May at the Georges River Sailing Club
and the theme for this year’s dinner is Flower Power.
The Committee extends a warm invitation to all the
girls of SGGHS to bring your mother, sister or
grandmother to join in a wonderful school tradition to
celebrate Mothers’ Day. The information flyer and
ticket purchase slip will be available on the school
website and a copy will be given to the girls in roll call.
Ticket sales will close on Friday 8 May. The venue
caters for a limited number of guests, so please
purchase your tickets early to avoid disappointment.
The Mothers’ Committee is also asking for donations
to make up assorted baskets and gift hampers to be
raffled on the evening and all donations will be
accepted by the school office. All funds raised from the
evening are returned to the school, so your support is
greatly appreciated.

Uniform Shop News
Monday 18 May 2015 is when the girls changeover
to Winter Uniform. The girls are encouraged to come
to the uniform shop during the lunch break to purchase
their winter uniform. The Juniors wear Winter Tunic,
Long Sleeve Junior Shirt and Tie. Seniors wear Skirt
and Long Sleeve Senior Shirt.
The uniform shop will have a special opening on
Saturday 9 May from 9.30am to 11.00am prior to
winter changeover. Payment is by cash or cheque
only. (No EFTPOS facilities).
Volunteers are required to assist in the Uniform Shop
on Saturday 9 May. If you are able to assist please
contact speak with Ms Lana Winger at the school.
The Uniform Shop is also open every Wednesday
during term from 12.45pm to 2pm. Please note that the
girls’ lunch break commences at 1.10pm.
The Mothers’ Committee always meets the first
Wednesday of the month (except during school
holidays).
Our meetings are very relaxed and provide a great
opportunity to be involved with the school community,
meet other parents and find out what is happening at
school from the Principal and Guest Speakers.

Next Meeting: Wednesday 6 May at 10am
in the Library
No Guest Speaker this month due to Mother Daughter
Dinner preparations.
Lisa Tulau
President
0407 007211

Meryle Chandra
Vice President
0400 167 003

Marthese Girgis
Treasurer
0410 411 452

Donna Kwong
Secretary
0407 319 222

St Georgians

From the Finance Office …

Annual Luncheon –
High Tea at “The Gardens on Forest”

It is now possible for parents to make online
payments to the school for students via a secure
payment page hosted by Westpac. Payments can
be made using either a Visa or MasterCard credit or
debit card. The payment page is accessed from the
front page of our school website by selecting ‘Our
School’ and then ‘Online Payments’.
Make a Payment

T

he St Georgians are currently very busy organising
our Annual Reunion – a High Tea at “The Gardens
on Forest” – Forest Road, Peakhurst, to be held on
Saturday 2 May 2015. Our members will have received
an invitation in the mail, and of course the reunion is
open to all ex-students and staff of St George Girls
High School. If you are not a member and would like to
attend, please contact us on the numbers below, or
email us.
As well as enjoying a sumptuous and elegant High
Tea, by attending you will be helping the school as all
money raised on the day goes towards our Speech
Day prizes and supporting other projects at the school.
It is always a friendly, happy, talkative gathering, and
we love to see new faces. If you’d like to organise a
reunion of your school friends to join us, contact us for
assistance as we'd love to welcome your group.

Items that can be paid include voluntary school
contributions, subject contributions, excursions,
sport, sales to students and creative and practical
arts activities including performing ensembles and
music tutorials. There is also a category called
‘Other’ which covers items not included in the
previous headings. ‘Other’ can also be used to
make a complete payment of a school invoice.
When you access the
Make a Payment you
must enter:
 Student’s name and
 Class and reference number
OR
 Student’s name and
 Date of birth
These details are entered each time you make a
payment as student information is not held within
the payment system. There is also the option to
enter the Student Registration Number and Invoice
Number if you are aware of them. These are
optional fields.
This is a secure payment system hosted by
Westpac to ensure that your credit/debit card
details are captured in a secure manner. These
details are not passed back to the school.

Theatre Party
We arrange theatre parties to each of the productions
at the Guild Theatre, with profits directly benefitting the
school. Our theatre parties are always arranged for an
8.00pm Wednesday performance. If you’d like to
attend the next production – “The Book of Everything”,
or to be placed on our call list for future productions,
please contact Enid on 9588 3584.
The St Georgians meet on the fourth Thursday of each
month during school terms, at the St George Leagues
Club. For details of our next meeting, please email or
ring us on the numbers below. We are always keen to
meet new members, and look forward to seeing you
there!
TheStGeorgians@hotmail.com
Melissa George
President
0419 613 454 ah

Diana Renton
Treasurer
9580 3282

You have the ability to check and change any
details of the payment before the payment is
processed. Receipts can be emailed and/or printed.
Details of the payments are passed daily to the
school where they will be receipted against your
child’s account. As a receipt has been issued from
the payment page, a further receipt will not be
issued by the school.
For any enquiries regarding the Online Payment
process, please contact the School Administration
Office.

St George Girls Make News!

Passion for justice and social change inspires
YMCA Youth Parliament leaders
April 3, 2015, 8 a.m.

TWO friends from the same school who share a similar passion for social change will take part in a
youth leadership program.

Young leaders: Janis Wu and Carolyn Tran will join this year’s participants in YMCA Youth Parliament. Picture: Chris Lane

St George Girls High student Carolyn Tran of Carlton and her classmate Janis Wu will join other young
Australians in this year’s YMCA Youth Parliament.
The program encourages youth to have a say in their field of interest and share it with the nation’s
leaders.
The year 12 students are part of the law and legal reform committee. Another student from the school,
Rachael Lee, is part of the women’s affairs committee.
“We are interested in criminal justice, and ensuring the standards of justice are upheld,” Carolyn said.

Coming Events
Tuesday 21 April

Students Return
Gazette issued on school website and emailed to parents and students
Students Dismissed 2.25pm

Wednesday 22 April

Year 7 Science Excursion, Featherdale Wildlife Park, 8.30am – 3.07pm

Thursday 23 April

Parents and Citizens’ Association Meeting, Staff Common Room, 7pm

Tuesday 28 April

Athletics Carnival

Wednesday 29 April –
Friday 1 May

Year 11 Camp

Monday 4 May

Year 12 Modern History Study Day, Australian Museum, 8.45am – 2.30pm

Tuesday 5 May

Year 12 English Ext and Year 11 Drama Excursion, Walsh Bay, 9.30am – 3.07pm

Wednesday 6 May

Year 7 Assessment Day
Mothers’ Committee Meeting, Library, 10am

Thursday 7 May

Year 12 Careers Excursion, Randwick, 8.45am – 3.07pm
Year 11 Legal Studies Excursion

Friday 8 May

Year 7 Assessment Day

Monday 11 May

Year 8 Assessment Day

Tuesday 12 May

Year 8 Assessment Day
NAPLAN

Wednesday 13 May

NAPLAN
Year 8 Japanese Excursion, Kirrawee, 8.45am – 3.07pm

Thursday 14 May

NAPLAN

Friday 15 May

Year 9 Assessment Day

Saturday 16 May

P&C Bunnings Rockdale Fundraiser

Monday 18 May

Commencement of Winter Uniform
Year 9 Assessment Day
Year 12 Reports Issued

Tuesday 19 May

Year 10 English Excursion
Zone Cross Country

Wednesday 20 May

Year 7 Vaccinations
Year 8 Japanese Excursion, Kirrawee, 8.45am – 3.07pm

Wednesday 20 May –
Friday 22 May

Music Camp, Stanwell Tops

Thursday 21 May

Year 12 Biology Excursion

Friday 22 May

Year 11 Reports Issued

It is important that payment for excursions is made to the Finance Office or
Online prior to the due date.

St George Girls High School
Parents & Citizens’ Fundraiser

at

Bunnings Warehouse
383 West Botany Street Rockdale

on

Saturday 16 May 2015
from

8am to 4pm
The proceeds of the day after costs will go to provide
further resources for our school.
We need volunteers on the day to set up, cook, serve and
clean-up.

Can you help?
Please give Katia Vardakis a call on
0422 322 525 or just come along to buy a
sausage or two!
We are looking forward to your support.

